
 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church Vision 
Approved by the congregation 2-8-2015   

As Ps. 127 1:1a tells us, “Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain.”  Therefore, trusting in the Will of the 
Father, the Word of the Son and the Work of the Holy Spirit, we, the members of First Evangelical Lutheran Church, envision: 
 

Our ministry will continue to be grounded in the fundamentals of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and will be a 

tool for witnessing to that Gospel. Worship will be at the center of our church life. Our worship space will 

celebrate the Lutheran understanding that all creation, including human skill and creativity, is created by 

God and declared to be good. At the same time, the worship space will acknowledge that God is often 

found in quiet and simplicity. 

 

The process: 

All decisions with regard to the new building will be made in accordance with First Lutheran’s mission 

statement and with this vision statement, which reflect hopes, dreams, desires, grace and mercy rather 

than unyielding law. Input and/or approval will be sought from the congregation, Council and the 

community at appropriate stages of the process. Best practices and current thinking in professional 

disciplines such as Lutheran liturgical studies, architecture, and acoustics will be sought and followed. 

 

The vision: 

 Worship space: 

The worship space will glorify God and emphasize the central things of Lutheran liturgy: people, altar, 

pulpit, and font and will be beautiful, inviting, inspiring, flexible, comfortable and timeless. The new 

worship space will be tailored to enhance our tradition of good music by its acoustics and by the 

instruments it includes. We will have a worship space that is built on the heritage of the past, appeals to the 

current congregation, is appropriate to the size of our worshipping community and has the flexibility to 

serve the needs of future generations. 

We will strive to create a building that: 

 Supports our historic strengths of worship, music and service to the community and especially service to those 

in need 

 Retains some elements (e.g. stained glass) of our previous building 

 Is designed to serve the future opportunities of our ministries 

 Provides design consideration for parenting needs and for youth 

 Has flexible spaces serving multiple purposes for maximum usefulness 

 Is located in a place that is accessible, visible and inviting to the wider public 

 Has areas, internal and external, which provide a warm inviting atmosphere with no distinction between the 

spaces frequented by church members and non-members 

 Provides efficient areas to serve all who enter our building, providing them with spiritual, emotional and 

physical support within the church atmosphere, all in the spirit of hospitality. 

 Is safe and secure while remaining an open resource for the whole community 

 Is a sanctuary for the community, housing all current ministries of basic needs, health, physical and spiritual 

care in a common location 

 Provides for ADA compliance, providing our elderly and handicapped with convenient drop-off, pick-up and 

parking 

 Employs modern technology throughout without detracting from its sacredness and which is built or 

renovated with green considerations and is maintenance friendly, thus not creating a financial burden on 

future generations,  

 Has a full service kitchen that is designed for gathering and fellowship with an emphasis on high-efficiency, 

low maintenance, and sufficient storage 


