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Best Buildings Awards “Outstanding Architect” Industry 
Choice Winner by the Associated General Contractors, New 
Mexico Building Branch , 2014, 2012

2013 Design Firm of the Year by Engineering News-Record  
(ENR) - Southwest

Ranked among the 2013 “Top 300 U.S. Architecture Firms” 
by Architectural Record

Ranked among the “Top 100 Green Firms” by Engineering 
News-Record (ENR), 2013, 2010, 2008

2012 winner of two Engineering News-Record (ENR) 
Southwest Best Project Awards

2012 winner of four Associated General Contractors, New 
Mexico Building Branch, Best Buildings Awards

Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) Environmental 
Stewardship Award, 2012

Ranked among the 2011 “Top 250 U.S. Architecture Firms” 
by Architectural Record

2011 winner of six NM American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA) awards for planning + landscape 
architecture

Architect of the Year by the American Subcontractors 
Association of New Mexico (ASA NM) 2013, 2012, 2011, 2010, 
2009, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001

Ranked by Engineering News-Record (ENR) as a 2014, 2013, 
2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003 
“Top 500 Design Firm”

NAIOP “2009 Architecture Firm of the Year” 

WHO WE ARE

AWARDSWorship communities are unique. As architects and consultants that care 
about the people who inhabit the places we design, we aspire to design worship 
environments that convey an attitude of reverence, joy, and acceptance. To 
accomplish this mission we seek to understand each community and reflect its 
character in the design.

With a 55-year history and more than 150 inspired, dedicated people forming our 
multidisciplinary team, Dekker/Perich/Sabatini knows how to create worship 
facilities that are sensitive to the people they serve. To accomplish this, we work 
closely with clients and stakeholders. With their insights, we design places that 
respond to a community’s distinguishing attributes and perform according 
to desired functionalities. In this way, the resulting spaces truly belong to the 
people who use them.

Over our 55-year history, we have consistently demonstrated the capacity and 
capability to provide excellent service. Over 85% of our clients are repeat clients 
because we have proven that we can successfully manage projects to be on time, 
on budget, and in line with their goals.

D/P/S Headquarters @ Jefferson Green - Albuquerque, NM



The Norbertine Community - Albuquerque, NM

D/P/S welcomes the challenge of creating spaces that are inviting to all ages and 
diversities. Our design process allows the client to be involved from inception 
and influence each step of the process. Working closely with church leaders 
and committees affords us a deep understanding of their vision, mission, and 
doctrine for worship and fellowship.

We believe that collaboration with our client, contractor, and project team results 
in better, more creative solutions. Whether a project must conform to budget 
constraints, rely on fundraising strategies or a renovation to support ongoing 
activities, we embrace feedback and provide our experience to guide the process.

At Dekker/Perich/Sabatini, we strive to create places that reflect the character, 
environment, and tone of the community. Whether it is masterplanning or 
furniture design, renovating an existing building or starting anew, we take great 
care in creating places that reflect the faith communities they serve.

For additional information on D/P/S’s Religious Design Services,  
e-mail Robert Habiger directly at: roberth@dpsdesign.org

Experience + Capabilities

 › Architectural Design

 › Master Planning

 › Interior Design

 › Landscape Design

 › Liturgical Design Consulting

 › Educational Sessions on Worship and Devotional Environments

 › Minister Training

 › Assist in Selection of Religious Artists

 › Design of Liturgical Furniture and Appointments

HOW WE WORK



A master plan was completed to accommodate a 350 seat church, Sunday school 
classrooms, and a two unit elementary school from preschool through sixth 
grade. Using the site in an environmentally friendly manner was a priority. 
The site has a change in elevation of 40 feet and an arroyo running through 
the middle. Building placements create a central sheltered green open space, 
accommodating the natural features of the site. 

The church design follows principles of the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church 
with the nave organized to focus attention to the chancel. The raised chancel 
places emphasis on the three Lutheran principles of worship: preaching (pulpit), 
sacrament (altar), and saving grace (baptism). The use of granite, wood, and 
steel for the custom design liturgical furniture complements the worship setting. 
The vaulted ceiling points heavenward and is the brightest at its highest point. 
The stepped design of the pews at the side aisles and flexible chair seating allow 
people with disabilities to position themselves throughout the space. A future 20 
rank pipe organ will be placed at the back of the nave, behind the choir, on axis to 
the space. 

The tower form was placed facing the street to allow a large statue of the 
“Resurrected Christ”. At the interior behind the chancel is a “Trinity” image 
carved from Alder wood. The nave is enclosed by a series of stained glass 
windows expressing biblical stories as reminiscent of European Cathedrals.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Location
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Square Feet
6,750

Project Completion
1998

Seating Capacity
350



The campus setting for this Episcopal parish reflects New Mexico and provides 
a spiritual center for the faith community. Faced with the option to move, the 
parish elected to stay on this property and construct a new church. A masterplan 
defined building placement and entrances so as to create a central court-
plaza space. The new church was constructed in 1996 and the original church 
was transformed into a fellowship hall. The Ministry Complex addition was 
completed in 2010.

The 300 seat Church is organized as a central plan with pews on three sides 
of an open chancel. A clear glass wall separates the narthex from the nave and 
offers vignettes of the cross, altar, baptismal font, music, and congregation. The 
baptismal font uses a rock formation with flowing water to symbolize the living 
water of baptism. A highlight and joy for the parishioners was the relocation of 
existing stained glass windows. The altar reredos is a sculptured adobe wall that 
supports a nine-foot cross.

ST. MICHAEL + ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL
CHURCH & MINISTRY COMPLEX

Location
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Square Feet
13,653

Project Completion
1996 / 2010

Seating Capacity
300



This is a new 1000 seat Catholic church that was dedicated on October 5, 
2001. The assembly with music ministry completes a 360 degree enclosure of 
the altar that is placed central to the assembly. The hierarchical nature of the 
liturgy has been retained by the use of architectural materials and lighting. The 
compactness of worship space creates an intimacy not found in most Catholic 
places of worship. Robert Habiger and Lynn Ellen Doxon served as the liturgical 
design consultants. Robert Habiger designed the liturgical furniture. O’Neil 
Conrad Oppelt Architects, Inc of San Antonio, Texas was the architect.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC COMMUNIT Y

Location
SAN ANTONIO, TX

Project Completion
2001

Seating Capacity
1,000



This 600-seat church is the largest in the Juneau Diocese. The overall 
organization places the altar central to the assembly and music ministry. The 
top of the altar displays five crosses to remind us of the wounds of Christ at 
his crucifixion. The altar and the furniture were designed to reflect the Native 
American culture, with edges rounded and wood face hand added. The sides 
of altar are enclosed to express the nature of both an altar table and an altar 
of sacrifice. The altar sides contain round vertical bars representing rain 
and sunshine with the horizontal red cedar rails shaped into the profiles of 
mountains that surround Juneau. Wood for Liturgical Furniture is Sitka Spruce 
and Western Red Cedar, native woods of Alaska. Granite for baptismal font, 
ambry, cross, and tabernacle is from nearby mountains. Robert Habiger served 
as the liturgical design consultant throughout the project and designed all of the 
liturgical furniture.

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE

Location
JUNEAU, AK

Project Completion
2002

Seating Capacity
600



This Midwestern gothic church had gone through several renovations over its 
105-year lifetime. Previously the downtown parish, it became the Cathedral 
Parish in 1986 with establishment of the Colorado Springs Diocese. Previous 
renovations had created an uninspiring interior that also did not complement 
the needs of the liturgy. The renovation sought to return the space to a reverent 
majestic state, while creating adequate and appropriate space for sacramental 
rites and rituals. 

Entrance into the Cathedral follows a pilgrim pathway from parking lot, through 
the “sheep’s” gate, through the plaza and into a new gathering space that is 
adjacent to the Cathedral. New pews, liturgical furniture, and decorative finishes 
were incorporated into the renovation. The Cathedral Parish first went through 
an education process on the liturgy and held parish-wide meetings as part of 
the design process. As part of the renovation, a Catechetical Center, Sacristies. 
Catechumenon Room and Hospitality suite were added. The Master Plan allows 
for the addition of Parish and Diocesan Office facilities.

Robert Habiger served as architect and liturgical consultant. Fr. Richard S. 
Vosko, Ph.D. served as associate liturgical consultant.

ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL RENOVATION

Location
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO

Square Feet
24,000

Project Completion
2003

Seating Capacity
490



This California Mission style chapel was renovated to address earthquake 
deficiencies in the structure and to embrace theology of Vatican II liturgy.

The beautiful wood ceiling, chandeliers, columns with arched canopies at side 
aisles and terrazzo floors were kept and refurbished as needed. The baptismal 
font was placed far enough into the worship space to allow for a casket between 
font and entrance. The altar is placed to image the assembly gathered around the 
altar, with the ambo completing the circle. The Eucharistic Reservation Chapel 
is separated from the worship space by a free-standing glass wall.

Robert Habiger served as liturgical design consultant providing educational 
sessions on liturgy and places for worship and devotion. Robert collaborated 
with architect on overall design of chapel interior and assisted community in 
selection of artists.

CHAPEL SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF ORANGE

Location
ORANGE, CA

Project Completion
2002

Seating Capacity
350



This Spanish Revival church was built in 1927 with a chancel addition completed 
in 1948 and minor remodeling during the 1970-1980s. A complete renovation 
was required for structural-seismic upgrades, waterproofing corrections, and 
modernization of all the lighting and mechanical systems. The primary goal of 
the renovation was to return to the splendor of the original Spanish Revival style, 
enlarge the Chancel for music and worship and to build for the next 50 years.

The Presbyterian worship focus is Table, Word and Font. The worship space 
reflects the centrality of these elements surrounded by the choir, music ministry 
and the congregation. While retaining the original processional plan, the focal 
elements were reconfigured to maximize the worship experience. The interior 
design flowed from a respect for the Spanish Colonial style as well as renewing 
the interior space. Soft pastel wall colors were offset by the darker pews and 
floor plane. Darker wood and iron furniture in the chancel was offset by use 
of Jerusalem limestone flooring. The barrel vaulted ceiling was treated with 
acoustical absorptive material to support a Variable Acoustic Room System 
(VARS) that was installed for music. 

Robert Habiger served as interior designer of Sanctuary and designer of 
liturgical furniture.

LAGUNA PRESBY TERIAN CHURCH RENOVATION

Location
LAGUNA BEACH, CA

Square Feet
13,313

Project Completion
2010

Seating Capacity
510



The church functions as the place for morning and evening prayer, private 
meditation, and weekly Eucharist. The church/office/library complex forms a 
barrier between the public and private community spaces in the cloister.

The worship space is built as a church within a church with wooden arches that 
emerge from the brick floor, reach towards heaven, and return to the earth again. 
The arches serve as a second roof that filters and focuses heavenly light coming 
from above. The arches can also be seen to suggest the Native American “rainbow 
path” for walking in a sacred way. The arches frame the four shrines located at 
the corners of the space to convey the community of Saints gathered with the 
faith community in prayer. The design emphasizes light and variations of light 
from morning to evening.

An open doorway on the side of the worship space leads to the Meditation 
Chapel. The chapel is an intimate space for personal prayer and adoration of the 
Eucharist, the Word of God, and all creation. While the worship space is focused 
inward on the altar, the Reservation Chapel is focused outward onto the world. 
The northeast wall of the chapel is mostly glass, offering meditative views of the 
desert, the city and Sandia mountains, the changing desert sky, and the beauty 
of God’s creation at every time and season. The ceiling of the chapel arches 
gracefully towards a skylight oculus Dei, or eye of God. Robert Habiger is the 
Architect-of-Record and designed the custom liturgical furniture.

ABBEY CHURCH OF SANTA MARIA DE LA VID

Location
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Square Feet
4,800

Project Completion
1998

Seating Capacity
150



The church is positioned at the northwest corner of the property to take 
advantage of views to the Sandia Mountains and Rio Grande Valley. An entry 
courtyard with large portico greets the congregation and sets up a processional 
journey into the building. Upon entering the building a large gathering area links 
congregants to the church, chapel, education, and fellowship spaces. 

The 300 seat church is a composition of natural materials meant to convey the 
creator’s touch on this world. The extensive use of brick flooring, wood beams 
and columns, and wood furniture create a warm sheltering environment. A 
clearstory section establishes a central spine and marks the movement from 
entrance to Chancel. The overall volume, use of materials, and etched and 
colored glazing adds grandeur not typically found in a small church environment. 
Textured concrete walls give a sense of enclosure and add visual weight to 
counterbalance the heavenly illumination. Seating is oriented to surround the 
Chancel and create an intimate encounter with the sacred rituals and each other. 
The daily chapel is octagonal in shape and includes a clearstory copula to 
enhance the vertical nature of such a small chapel space. Seating 25 people, the 
furniture is placed in an antiphonal arrangement to provide focus on sacraments 
and each other. Located in each corner of the chapel are custom fabricated 
columbarium niches. Robert Habiger is the Architect-of-Record and designed 
the custom liturgical furniture.

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Location
RIO RANCHO, NM

Square Feet (Church)
17,148

Project Completion
2001

Seating Capacity
300



Church of the Magdalen - Wichita, KS

Robert directs the Religious practice area at Dekker/Perich/Sabatini. In this 
position he serves as design architect and liturgical design consultant for appropriate 
projects.  He has over 40 years experience with all types of assembly spaces, with 
an emphasis in religious projects. He has extensive experience in collaborative 
design, integration of art into facility designs, and has designed numerous pieces of 
liturgical furniture. Robert has coordinated numerous complex medium and large 
scale projects and works effectively with committees, consultants, contractors, and 
stakeholders to bring each project to a satisfactory completion.

ROBERT HABIGER, AIA, ACLS, LEED AP

Education
 › Institute for Liturgical Consultants, 

Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, IL

 › Master of Architecture, Kansas State 
University, Manhattan, KS

 › Bachelor of Architecture, Kansas State 
University, Manhattan, KS

Professional Registrations
 › Registered Architect, NM, KS

 › National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards, Certified

 › Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Accredited Professional

Professional Affiliations
 › American Institute of Architects, Member

 › Association of Consultants for 
Liturgical Space, Member

 › Interfaith Forum on Religion,  
Art & Architecture, Member

 › National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
Member

 › The Forum for Architecture, Culture and 
Spirituality, Member

 › The Environmental Design Research 
Association, Individual Member

AWARDS & HONORS
National
 ›  BENE: Altar - 2002; Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe: Dodge City, KS; 

Ministry & Liturgy Visual Art Award

 › BENE: Baptismal Font - 2002; Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe: Dodge 
City, KS; Ministry & Liturgy Visual Art Award

 › BENE: Sanctuary Furniture – 1999; Santa Maria de la Vid Church: 
Albuquerque, NM; Ministry & Liturgy Art Award

 › Religious Art Award: Processional Cross – 1994; Installation of Archbishop 
Michael Sheehan; American Institute of Architects

Regional Or Local
 › Best Building of the Year - 2003; Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe: Dodge 

City, KS; Associated General Contractors of Kansas

 › Award of Merit – 2002; St. Joseph on the Rio Grande Catholic Church: 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; The Albuquerque Conservation Association

 › John Helm Award for Best Graduate Thesis – 1988; Kansas State University
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