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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday, August 31, 2014 

10:00am 
 

Texts in italics are instructions or statements made by the leader. 

Texts in bold type are assembly responses. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
 Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child  (African-American spiritual) 

 Kyrie Eleison  (Russian Orthodox and Gregorian chant) 

  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gathering Songs 
 Once We Sang and Danced 
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 Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading 
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Litany for a Time of Fire 

 O Lord, when we cry out in fear and desperation, 

 Raise us up from the ashes and hear us. 

 When fire swallows up our hopes and dreams, 

 Raise us up from the ashes and help us. 

 When our lives and livelihoods are consumed by flame, 

 Raise us up from the ashes and save us. 

 When smoke clouds our hope and shrouds our joy, 

 Raise us up from the ashes and give us peace. 

 In Christ, life springs forth from the dust and ashes. 

 In Christ, our lives will be raised from the ashes. 

 In Christ, all things will be made new. 

 Amen. 
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Gathering Song 
 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 
Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 Amen. 
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WORD 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 

But now thus says the Lord, 

 he who created you, O Jacob, 

 he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

 and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the Lord your God, 

 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in my sight, 

 and honored, and I love you, 

I give people in return for you, 

 nations in exchange for your life. 
5Do not fear, for I am with you; 

 I will bring your offspring from the east, 

 and from the west I will gather you; 
6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

 and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away 

 and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7everyone who is called by my name, 

 whom I created for my glory, 

 whom I formed and made.”  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm:  Psalm 130 

1Out | of the depths 

 I cry to | you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, | hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

 O LORD, | who could stand? 
4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

 in order that you | may be feared. 
5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

 in your word | is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

 with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

 from | all their sins. 

 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:1-10 

 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all 

slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  

 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and pre-

cious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and 

 “A stone that makes them stumble, 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
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 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 

 10Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

  
Gospel:  John 2:17-22 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will con-

sume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The 

Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After 

he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day 
 The Church's One Foundation 
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Service of Healing 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 Lord, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

 

Laying on of Hands 
 At the invitation of the bishop, those who wish may come forward to receive the laying 

 on of hands. 

 

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

  that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

 2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 

  in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Rejoice! 

 

 3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

  in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Rejoice! 

 

 4. O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

  from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Rejoice! 

 

 5. O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 

  make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice! 
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 6. O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near 

  Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Rejoice! 

 

 7. O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

  refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new. Rejoice! 

 

 8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

  that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! 

 

Prayer 
 Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 Amen. 

 
Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

All may greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Meal 
 

Offering 
 Offering Music:  Fire Song  (written by Brian Wentzel, August 29, 2014) 

We are the church, 

 God’s living stones. 

We are a temple 

 of flesh and bones. 

We live in hope, 

 sharing our trust 

that God can bring life 

 out of ashes and dust. 

 Offering Prayer 

  Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 Dialogue 

 Preface 

 Sanctus 
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 Thanksgiving at the Table 

  … we cry out Amen. 

  Amen. 

  … we shout Amen. 

  Amen. 

  … we plead Amen. 

  Amen. 

  … now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 Lord's Prayer 

 

Communion 

 Lamb of God 
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 Thy Holy Wings 
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 Be Thou My Vision 
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 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 
Table Blessing 
 Amen.  

 
Prayer after Communion 
 Amen.  
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 SENDING 
 

Blessing 
 Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn:  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 
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Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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The First Lutheran community would like to express our profound thanks for the over-

whelming outpouring of support from friends, community members, and strangers. 

Your offers of support and kind words have meant a lot to us over the last few days. 

 

Our community is determined to continue our service and worship in downtown Lorain. 

The exact form that that will take in the coming weeks and years is unknown at this 

point, but God’s work continues, and we will continue to strive to be a part of it. 

 

Please join us next week right here for a neighborhood block party. 

 

Watch our church website, www.FirstLutheranLorain.org for details about places and 

times of upcoming events. 


